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Abstract 
On a global basis, online gambling is a thriving industry 
with its market value estimated at nearly $50 billion for 
2017 and a projected compound annual growth rate 
(CAGR) of approximately 6% over the next five years, 
according to data compiled by H2 Gambling Capital.

The sector is comprised of traditional casino games 
such as roulette, blackjack and slots, along with other 
gaming genres such as sports betting, fantasy sports, 
bingo, lotteries and of course, online poker. However, 
not all online gambling games are created equal.

Online poker accounts for only a small segment of the 
online gambling market. According to H2 Gambling 
Capital, online poker is estimated to generate 
approximately $3 billion in revenue a year globally, 
compared to $13 billion for online casino games and 
$26 billion for online sports betting. 

As discussed throughout this report, there are a variety 
of unique concerns and considerations that require 
an understanding of the industry to operate an online 
poker room successfully. However, poker is also an 
essential part of the product offering for most online 
gaming operators. 

The characteristics of online poker provide benefits 
to gaming operators that are not otherwise realized 
from other online gaming verticals. The popularity of 
the game not only attracts customers to the operators’ 
brands where they can cross-sell other gaming 
products, it also functions as a spectator sport that 

captivates and engages audiences on broadcast 
television and across the internet. 

The first online poker room offering real money 
games opened in 1998. Twenty years later, there 
are hundreds of regulated and licensed online 
poker rooms around the world. At least two dozen 
jurisdictions recognize online poker as a legal, 
regulated activity. 
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